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The Conflict between Art and Life in the Works of Thomas Mann
A Discussion Based on the Analysis of Tristan

Abstract

Thomas Mann has repeatedly introduced a series of themes in his fictional works over decades, so
much so that they can be considered the main concerns of his intellectual career. One of the most
important of these themes is the conflict between art and life or the conflict between the artist's life
and the that of ordinary citizens. This article contends that Mann's personal life and social-class
origin have been the principal motivation for his sustained attention to this issue. He was born to



a bourgeois family which, for generations, had earned a living through trade. That he chose a career
in writing, against his family tradition, was probably one of the most essential factors that formed
in his mind the recurring idea of contradiction between the artists and ordinary citizens’ life. In
this article, art and life in Thomas Mann's works are examined by looking at Tristan. Analysis of
this work reveals the conflict between art and life as well as the supremacy of life over art in
Thomas Mann's thought. The work also reveals the motivation triggered by the author's personal
history in creating the themes. Moreover, Tristan demonstrates some of the technical aspects of
Mann's writing.

Keywords: Thomas Mann, Repeated themes, Art, Life, Tristan
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4 See Kurzke, p. 1.

5 Manfred Fligge; Das Jahrhundert der Manns.

6 Tilmann Lahme; Die Manns: Geschichte einer Familie.

7 Hermann Kurzke; Thomas Mann: Das Leben als Kunstwerk.

8 Klaus Schréter; Thomas Mann in Selbstzeugnissen und Bilddokumenten.
9 Robert Musil.

10 Kurt Tucholsky.

11 Bertolt Brecht.

12 Alfred Déblin.

13 Hans Wysling.

14 Helmut Koopmann.

15 Manfred Dierks.

16 Herbert Lehnert.

e Klaus-Jirgen Rothenberg.

18 Tristan.

19 jehuda Galor.

20 \Wje man wird, was man ist: Zur Tristan-Novelle Thomas Manns.
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21 \wolfdietrich Rasch.

22 Thomas Manns Erzéhlung ,,Tristan®.
23 Decadence.

24 Christian Baier.

2 Burger/Kunstler.

26 steffen Steffensen.

27 Thomas Mann und Dénemark.

28 Herman Joachim Bang.

29 Buddenbrooks: Verfall einer Familie.
30 Tonio Kroger.

31 Liibeck.

82 See Fliigge, 2006, p. 22.

33 Johann Siegmund Mann.
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34 See Fliigge, 2006, pp. 22-23.

35 gee Schroter, p. 7.

36 Thomas Johann Heinrich Mann.

87 See Schréter, p. 12.

38 See Fliigge, 2006, pp. 23-24; Schréter, pp. 11-12.
3 Julia.

40 gee Fligge, 2015, p. 9.

41 See Poser, p. 5; Flugge, 2006, p. 23.
42 See Schroter, p. 14.

43 See Schroter, pp. 14-16.

44 Heinrich Mann.

%5 viktor.

46 See Schrater, pp. 25-26.
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48 Der kleine Herr Friedemann.



olinels &oMs ) .0

dimo Mol Glo pelegs Slox Glyes JBT 8505 50 s &0 ;e VAT Jlo g Tad atsg VA0 Jlo pleay 5 Joos
035 355 ypiin 5 5y 5l lp bims o Llogs 45 glaies lad — ks (glas Lo 4 bz po cansl calEil] oLl
3530 Jo9 S (on a5 Il 271, gl 035 €AYl b0 ) 5l 7 5lSTy 6 aimo STl Wl S 5 o (VAYE) gl
Sgdgo el oBalul 4 STl FslS by JpaZe (255 99,5 b liwls anl 08 &) pamio aloasiz b Jis 51 Lo oy
Syl Blio Ay o Ll 2 (L 555 BT .09 oo chrogs 008 Jloa g iyl o5 sz (55 el G lS @il5 Lo
Cesg i 35l @35 5 K00 b ol 8Lt 5 55 gy Bld & el o o oo JLS 45 5 [Sios58 53,0 —
Lol 5 o 835" g0 518, 00l g Gy 4 gl Sloglasl L g 8)l8 ula Glazg, = S3lgi o (Shmige = Conl dinyim g
05 ot ol iz 0,500 Glajls 4 s 5 Sl 35 pee 055 CulsS g 055 5 o )ls aBdle 055 (5l IS 4y Lakid
95 (5255 9l Oze 5 el 3y Jsases a5 w5l o2 00 055T BU 4y (6 g 0,35 o plazlgail 5l it Jlugs a5 el g
SS9l e 4 el (3la el Cohas 9 0 el €l 55 5 Sl 0 (o Codls S S5 018 T ane (Sl
el 0 5T (g A5 b ol o5 (6 plom OVl €93 11he s Jlas o 5 g 055 e 0l 8 s oo €08 SF o S g s
5 Oblom 4255 (5 50 9955 50 5l (59 5 A o0 Az | Aen Al (55 juen elaizr] CoaBge Ll 5 L oIS @il Conaseds
oaiall b ol = 2 T 50 b e 035 i G el alidin (6,25 45 b 5ol SBT3 15 o ) 3 ol il 5

s, ale a ol&au L] OB asls 5 g LSl as Mul.fﬁ;b u.l)o ol 4 ol AJ).a_u\ oSl dluaiz g ow Slodisss S50 (Ggm
by 5> 5 6l slacalin ) 5o (59 WIALEIIS gl 5 oa (Soude b g aims o )l Feand )50 |, (55 Gmee ol
PSS L 5l el Sowde g cu s 3 M éwy g o o Lil gl buwgy 9 5,5 sboylais 4 ales foo;‘snﬁ}»aﬁ
ol g Jsite solote slacebs 59,0 g5 4z ,51.0,5 aalllas akds eojily S b1, T Gl e a5 Sle 005 i

0l ol jridls

49 See Galor, pp. 47-48.

50 See Hamacher, p. 114.

Sty alies nl 4 (55 4295 5G] p Sl (glan B 053 iBloy (S g 5 Sl 3L &) oai g plies Sl oy 5l Glo ulegi oS ceadly ol 7
Syl Sl lgl jo oolgils (guig ppes i b odinn g Bl God Bl 5o g9 Oloys oAl

52 per Zauberberg.

53 See Marck, p. 54.

54 Kléterjahn.

55 Anton.

56 Baier, p. 285.
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85 See Mann, 2000, p. 23.
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86 See Dittmann, pp. 46-53.
57 Leverkiihn.

%8 Doktor Faustus.

59 See Neumann, p. 179.

70 See Wikirchen, p. 112.
1 See Mann, 1918, p. 71.
72 See Dittmann, p. 53.

& Dittmann, p. 53.
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