
 

 

Contemporary Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2022, 173-202 

From Venus and Adonis by Shakespeare to Zohtre va 

Manouchehr by Iradj Miraz 

Omid Tabibzadeh
*
 

Abstract 

This paper deals with two narrative poems: "Zohre and Manouchehr" by Iraj Mirza, 

and "Venus and Adonis" by William Shakespeare. It has been shown that "Zohre 

and Manouchehr" has been composed based on a complete translated version 

(perhaps in Frech) of "Venus and Adonis". It has also been discussed that Iraj Mirza 

has taken a look at an incomplete Persian Translated version of "Venus and Adonis" 

by Lotf-Ali Souratgar. This paper deals with two narrative poems: "Zohre and 

Manouchehr" by Iraj Mirza, and "Venus and Adonis" by William Shakespeare. It 

has been shown that "Zohre and Manouchehr" has been composed based on a 

complete translated version (perhaps in Frech) of "Venus and Adonis". It has also 
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Even as the sun with purple-colored face  A= face 

Had ta’en his last leave of the weeping morn, B= morn 

Rose-cheeked Adonis hied him to the chase.  A= chase 

Hunting he loved, but love he laughed to scorn. B= scorn 

Sick-thoughtèd Venus makes amain unto him C= him 

And, like a bold-faced suitor, gins to woo him. C= him 
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“For shame,”/ he cries,/ “let go,/ and let/ me go. 

My day’s/ delight/ is past,/ my horse/ is gone, 

And ’tis/ your fault/ I am/ bereft/ him so. 
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